28                   THE SACRIFICIAL VICTIM

the neophytes should thoroughly understand the
principle of the Chibcha calendar, which was rather
complicated, and the religious system which was,
in great part, based upon it.

The only deity to which a human sacrifice was
ever offered was the sun. The stones which re-
ceived the first rays of the rising sun were anointed
with the young victim's blood. All connected
with this solemn sacrifice had a symbolic relation
to the division of time, the calendar, and the
ingenious intercalations dominating the course of
sowing and harvest.

The sacrificial victim was taken as a child,
and very carefully trained and educated by the
priests. He was called the Gueso, or ' homeless one/
He had another name, QuyTiyca, meaning a ' door'
and a c mouth/ On attaining his fifteenth year, the
ceremony was performed with great pomp. There
was a wide, level road from the chiefs house to
the sacrificial post, down which the procession went.
The people came in batches, dressed in skins of
pumas and jaguars and adorned with jewels.
Behind, was a throng of dancers and singers. It
was all symbolic. The victim was fastened to the
carved post by a rope, the heart was cut out, and
offered to the solar deity. f What I loved best, to